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Amendment to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing Of The Claims 
1-6. (Canceled) 

7. (Currently amended) A reinforcing bracket adapted span two members of a butt joint, 
comprising: 

a first flange having a plurality of dimples therein; 

a second flange extending from an end of the first flange; and 

a third flange extending from an end of t he second flange oppo s ite - and spaced from t he 
first flange. 

8. (Original) The reinforcing bracket as recited in claim 7, wherein the number of dimples 
in the first flange is four. 

9. (Original) The reinforcing bracket as recited in claim 7, wherein the second flange 
extends approximately ninety degrees from the first flange. 

10. (Original) The reinforcing bracket as recited in claim 9, wherein the third flange extends 
approximately ninety degrees from the second flange. 

1 L (Original) The reinforcing bracket as recited in claim 7, wherein the third flange extends 
approximately ninety degrees from the second flange. 

12. (Original) The reinforcing bracket as recited in claim 7, wherein each dimple has an 
aperture therein. 
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13. (Original) The reinforcing bracket as recited in claim 7, wherein the first flange has a 
longitudinal extent, the dimples being spaced along the longitudinal extent of the first flange, 

14. (Original) The reinforcing bracket as recited in claim 13, wherein the dimples lie in a 
common line* 

15. (Original) A reinforcing bracket for a trailer frame that is adapted to span and reinforce a 
butt joint between two frame members, each frame member having at least one dimple formed in 
a vertical face, each dimple having an aperture therein, the reinforcing bracket comprising: 

a first vertical flange having a plurality of dimples therein, each dimple having an 
aperture therein, the dimples being adapted to nest within the dimples in the frame members; 

a horizontal flange extending from the first vertical flange; and 

a second vertical flange extending from the horizontal flange. 
■ 16. (Original) The reinforcing bracket as recited in claim 15, wherein the horizontal flange 
extends from an end of the first vertical flange. 

17, (Original) The reinforcing bracket as recited in claim 16, wherein the second vertical 
flange extends from and end of the horizontal flange opposite the first vertical flange* 

18. (Original) The reinforcing bracket as recited in claim 15, wherein the second vertical 
flange extends from an end of the horizontal flange. 

19, (new) The bracket as recited in claim 7, wherein transitions between the first flange and 
second flange, and between the second flange and third flange are rounded. 

20. (new) The bracket as recited in claim 7, wherein the third flange extends in the same 
direction as the first flange. 
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21. (new) The bracket as recited in claim 7, wherein the third flange extends in a direction 
opposite the first flange* 

22. (new) The bracket as recited in claim 7, wherein the third flange is substantially parallel 
to the first flange* 

23. (new) The bracket as recited in claim 7, wherein the third flange extends from an end of 
the second flange opposite the first flange. 

24. (new) A reinforcing bracket adapted span two members of a butt joint, comprising: 

a first flange having a plurality of dimples therein, each dimple having an aperture 
therein; 

a second flange extending substantially ninety degrees from an end of the first flange; and 
a third flange extending substantially ninety degrees from an end of the second flange 
opposite the first flange and in the same direction as the first flange. 



4 



PAGE 7/10 * RCVD AT 4/1912004 1:35:22 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/2 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:3308647986 * DURATION (mm-ss):0242 



